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Investments in NSF support the work of researchers across the country whose basic research 

discoveries serve as the foundation for our nation’s innovation ecosystem.  
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3D printing is spurring a U.S. manufacturing 
revolution thanks to NSF investments.

NSF funding built the foundation for technologies 
Americans use every day: digital assistants like Alexa 
and Siri, Face ID, as well as ChatGPT.

NSF–funded research has catalyzed breakthroughs
in semiconductors, the chips that enable virtually
all modern technology.

One of the most widely used medical imaging 
technologies is rooted in decades of NSF-funded
research.
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Sustaining global leadership
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NSF’s support for cutting-edge research has positioned 
the U.S. as a global leader in science and technology. 
NSF-funded research has enabled our universities 
to transform into global centers of innovation, 
fueling the industries of the future and 
creating world-leading technologies.

bringing technologies to consumers
NSF investments in research have created
entirely new technologies and industries. 
Programs like the NSF I-Corps and 
SBIR/STTR bring cutting-edge technologies 
from the lab to consumers, creating new 
products and businesses, plus high-wage jobs.

Enhancing national & economic security
As the U.S. faces growing international competition, 
NSF investments bolster national and economic 
security by catalyzing U.S. leadership in research and 
innovation. NSF investments have afforded the U.S. a 
substantial and critical competitive advantage. 


